I am the Light of the world.  (John 8: 12)

If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.  (John 8: 7)

Woman, where are they [your accusers]?   .. ... neither do I condemn you ... ...  (John 8: 10/11)

It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob ... ... I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.  (Isaiah 49: 6)

Jesus the Life and Light, was the light of men.  (John 1: 4)

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life.  (John 3: 16)

Go now and leave your life of sin.  (John 8: 11)

I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.  (John 8: 12)

In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  (John 1: 4/5)







Hope lights a candle instead of cursing the darkness.





FOR DISCUSSION and/or PERSONAL REFLECTION
I am the Light of the world.  (John 8: 12)
It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob ... ... I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.  (Isaiah 49: 6)
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life.  (John 3: 16)

Thinking about the above verses (and others like them):
	to whom is Jesus light?

who can be saved?
in the end, will all human beings be saved?  (Will Hell be empty?)

SOME THEOLOGICAL POSITIONS
Predestination  The position held by John Calvin (1509-1564).  God’s deciding of a person’s destiny in advance.  (Christians have always found it difficult to reconcile this with human free will, and our responsibility to choose repentance and faith.) 
[From An Introduction to The Christian Faith, LYNX 1992]

Arminianism  The theological system proposed by James Arminius (1560–1609).  He came to reject the doctrine of predestination whilst still maintaining the necessity of grace for salvation.  Effectively, Arminius held that God does not choose anyone but instead foresees that some will choose him.
[A New Dictionary of Christian Theology, SCM, 1983, and New Dictionary of Theology, IVP 1988]

Universalism  The belief that all humanity will eventually receive salvation, even if many have no faith in Jesus.  (This view is based on the New Testament teaching that all things will finally be summed up in Jesus Christ, but many believe that this does not include those who have rejected him.)
[From An Introduction to The Christian Faith, LYNX, 1992]


QUESTIONS

Jesus stooped down and wrote in the sand.  What does that teach us about how we might respond when faced with a moral dilemma?

If Jesus had a passion for a “lost” world, how should that work through in our lives?

How and when is it right for us to rebuke others?  (LOLED 26/11/2009 There comes a time for the difficult and faithful act of rebuking someone we love [Titus 2: 15; Proverbs 27: 6].  A kind protection can prevent a lot of grief.  But that should come out of a seasoned relationship where a sense of safety has developed.  We should take plenty of time to reflect and pray before handing out cautions.  If we ever find ourselves relishing giving someone a telling off, then there’s something wrong.  And, our rebuke should be gentle [Gal 6: 1; 2 Tim 2: 25])

In what ways can we become trapped between law and grace?


